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The non-Christian, Historian, H.G. 
Wells, says, “I’m a historian. I am not 

a believer, but I must confess as a 
historian that this penniless preacher 
from Nazareth is irrevocably the very 
center of history. Jesus Christ is easily 

the most dominant figure in all of 
history.”  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The historian, Kenneth Scott Latourette, says, 
“As the centuries pass, the evidence is 

accumulating that measured by his effect on 
history Jesus is the most influential life ever 

lived on the planet.”  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Christianity, if false, is of no importance,  
!
and if true, of infinite importance.  
!
The only thing it cannot be is moderately 
important.     
  
- C. S. Lewis
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What is Apologetics?
1 Peter 3:15 - Peter said to the early Christians,  
!
!

“Always be prepared to give an apologia to everyone who 
asks you for a reason for the hope that is within you. 

!
!
Apologia means defense, answer. 
Apologetics is reasons the Christian faith is rational. 
!
!
!
!
The word is used several other times: 
Philippians 1:7, 1:18 
Acts 19:33, 22: 1, 24:10 
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Did Jesus really exist? 
 

Can I trust the Bible as history?  
 

Is Jesus Really God?  
 

Did Jesus Really Rise from the Dead? 
 

http://cisweb.bristol.mass.edu/~nbettis11/TechEd/posts/posts.html
http://cisweb.bristol.mass.edu/~nbettis11/TechEd/posts/posts.html
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Is Jesus the only way to God?  

 
Does Jesus have an answer for why there is 

suffering and evil in the world? 
 

Why are there good non-Christians and 
hypocritical Christians?
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Did Jesus really exist?
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What would you say?
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Modern Writers Speak
• Matthew Kalman,  

Time Magazine, September 5, 2009 
!

• If its dates were genuine, the 
burial box — or ossuary — could 
well be circumstantial evidence 
for the existence of Jesus of 
Nazareth, a tenet supported only 
by gospels and scripture written, 
at the earliest, a generation after 
his crucifixion and, of course, by 
the faith of hundreds of millions 
through 2,000 years.  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Charles Templeton’s fictional 
archaeologist  in the novel Act of 
God  

!
The [Christian] church bases its 
claims mostly on the teaching of an 
obscure young Jew with messianic 
pretentions who, let’s face it, didn’t 
make much of an impression in his 
lifetime. There isn’t a single word 
about him in secular history. Not a 
word. Not a mention of him by the 
Romans. Not as much as reference 
by Josephus. 
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How do we know anything in history 
happened?

!
How do we know anyone 

existed in history? 
!

Not scientific proof –  
repeatable 

!
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How do we know anything in history 
happened?

!
But historical proof –  

witnesses 
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Question –  
!

Is there historical evidence  
for Jesus  

outside the Bible? 
!
!

Yes!  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Let’s look at three ancient historians 
!

Josephus 
!

Tacitus 
!

Pliny the Younger  
!
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Josephus 
 Josephus, a Jewish historian 

(A.D. 38-97) wrote about Jesus 
in his Jewish Antiquities. 

!
 “He	  [Festus]	  convened	  a	  meeting	  
of	  the	  Sanhedrin	  and	  brought	  
before	  them	  a	  man	  named	  
James,	  the	  brother	  of	  Jesus,	  who	  
was	  called	  the	  Christ,	  and	  certain	  
others.	  He	  accused	  them	  of	  
having	  transgressed	  the	  law	  and	  
delivered	  them	  over	  to	  be	  
stoned.” 
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Josephus 
 Josephus, a Jewish historian 

(A.D. 38-97) wrote about Jesus 
in his Jewish Antiquities. 

!
 “Jesus was a wise man who did 

surprising feats, taught many, 
won over followers from among 
Jews and Greeks, was believed 
to be the Messiah, was accused 
by the Jewish leaders, was 
condemned to be crucified by 
Pilate, and was considered to 
be resurrected.” 

 Antiquities of the Jews, Book 18, Chapter 3, Section 3,  Arabic text 
version,
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Cornelius Tacitus – Roman Historian 

Cornelius Tacitus (A.D. 55-120), an historian of first 
century Rome, is considered one of the most 
accurate historians of the ancient world.  
!
In 115 A.D., Tacitus was writing about the great fire 
of Rome in 64 A.D.   
!
An excerpt from Tacitus tells us that the Roman 
emperor “Nero fastened guilt and inflicted the most 
exquisite tortures on a class hated for their 
abomination called Christians by the populace.......” 
!
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Cornelius Tacitus – Roman Historian 
!
"Christus [Christ], from whom the name had 
its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during 
the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our 
procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most 
mischievous superstition, thus checked for the 
moment, again broke out not only  in Judea, 
the first source of the evil, but even in Rome…  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Cornelius Tacitus – Roman Historian 
!
!
“Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all 
who pleaded guilty: then, upon their 
information, an immense multitude was 
convicted, not so much of the crime of firing 
the city, as of hatred against 
mankind.” [Annals 15:44]  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Pliny the Younger
• Pliny the Younger, in a letter to the Emperor 

Trajan in about  112, says,  
!

• “They are in the habit of meeting on a 
certain fixed day before it is light, 
when they sang in alternate verses a 
hymn to Christ as to a god, and bound 
themselves by a solemn oath, not to do 
any wicked deeds, but never to commit 
any fraud, theft or adultery, never to 
falsify their word, nor deny a trust 
when they should be called upon deliver 
it up; after which it was their custom 
to separate, and then reassemble to 
partake of food – but food of an 
ordinary an innocent kind. [Letters 
10:96]
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His Enemies Speak!
• Even the Jewish Talmud, 

written by the Jewish leaders 
who opposed Jesus, concurs 
about the major events of his 
life.  
!

• From the Talmud, we learn that 
Jesus  
– was conceived out of wedlock,  
– gathered disciples,  
– made blasphemous claims about 

himself,  
– and worked miracles, but these 

miracles are attributed to sorcery 
and not to God.
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Ten Non-Christian Authors Mention Jesus
1.Josephus 
2.Tacitus 
3.Pliny the Younger 
4.Phlegon – a freed slave who 

wrote history 
5.Thallus – a first century 

historian 
6.Seutonius – a Roman historian 
7.Lucian – a Greek satirist 
8.Celsus – a Roman philosopher 
9.Mara Bar-Serapion – a private 

citizen to his son 
10.Jewish Talmud



Summary
Even if we had no Gospels, from non-Christian ancient 

writings we can know: 
!
1. Jesus was from Nazareth. 
2. He lived a wise and virtuous life. 
3. He was crucified under Pontius Pilate during the 

reign of Tiberius Caesar at Passover time, being 
considered a Jewish king. 

4. He was believed by his disciples to have been raised 
from the dead three days later. 

5. His enemies acknowledged that he performed 
unusual feats they called “sorcery.”  

6. His small band of disciples multiplied rapidly, 
spreading as far as Rome. 

7. His disciples denied polytheism, lived moral lives, 
and worshiped Christ as Divine. 

!
Doesn’t this confirm the view of Christ presented in 

the gospels?!!?
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How would you respond?  
Is this good reporting?

!
“It could well be circumstantial evidence for the 
existence of Jesus of Nazareth,  a tenet supported only 
by gospels and scripture written .” 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Did Jesus exist? 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Question for the Heart

Now that we have seen that Jesus existed… 
!
We must answer his question to Peter and to us… 
!
!
!

Who do you say that I am? 
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Can I trust the four historical 
biographies of Jesus 

[the Gospels]?



 
What are the Gospels?  

!
• We have four ancient biographies of Jesus written by:  
!

• Matthew – a disciple and eyewitness. 
• John – a disciple and eyewitness 
• Mark – wrote down Peter’s eyewitness account 
• Luke – a Gentile doctor who interviewed eyewitnesses



Can I trust the historical writing of the Gospels? 
Some say, “No!” 

!



Can I trust the historical writing of the Gospels? 
Some say, “No!” 

!
• We have trusted other writers for 

information about the ancient 
world: 

!
• Josephus 
• Tacitus 
• Pliny the Younger 
!

• But when it comes to the  four 
biographies of Jesus, suddenly we 
cannot trust them!



 
Can I trust the historical writing of the Gospels? 

Some say, “No!”  

Reza Aslan -  
I certainly rely on the gospels to provide a narrative 
outline to my biography of Jesus of Nazareth, but  my 
primary source in recreating Jesus’ life are historical 
writings about first century Palestine, like the Jewish 
historian Flavius Josephus… 
!
The gospels are not, nor were they ever meant to be, 
historical documentations of Jesus’ life. These are not 
eyewitness accounts of Jesus’ words and deeds.They are 
testimonies of faith composed by communities of faith 
written many years after the events they describe. In 
other words, the gospels tell us about Jesus the Christ, not 
Jesus the man. The gospels are of course extremely useful 
in revealing how the early Christians viewed Jesus. But 
they do not tell us much about how Jesus viewed himself.  
!
To get to the bottom of that mystery, which is what I try to 
do in the book, one must sift through the gospel stories to 
analyze their claims about Jesus in light of the historical 
facts we know about the time and world in which Jesus 
lived.



 
What about those who recorded them?  

Modern historians tend to discount the eyewitness testimony 
of Jesus' disciples written down in the Gospels, because they 
think that they are biased and therefore unreliable as 
historians. However... 
 
"Thucydides, Polybius, Josephus and Tacitus - were convinced 
that true history could be written only while events were still 
within living memory, and they valued as their sources the 
oral reports of direct experience of the events by involved 
participants in them. ... [because a] person involved 
remembers better than a disinterested observer. ... Good 
[ancient] historians were highly critical of those who relied 
largely on written sources." -Richard Bauckham  
 



Can I trust the historical writing of the Gospels? 
Some say, “No!” 

• Surprise! 
!

• Arguments searching for Jesus are really about the 
Bible. 
!

• Like an illusionist, they have misdirected our 
attention.  
!



 
Objections to trusting the Gospels: They are Biased 

!
Objection: They are biased 
witnesses.  They want me to 
believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah.



 
Objections to trusting the Gospels: They are Biased 

!
Objection: They are biased 
witnesses.  They want me to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah. 
!
Response:  
Then we can’t trust the Holocaust 
witnesses. 
!
When authors know that they are 
describing unbelievable events, it 
causes them to be even more 
truthful. 
!



 
Objections to trusting the Gospels 

!
Objection: They are ancient 
documents and not reliable. 
We don’t have the original. 
!
!



 
Objections to trusting the Gospels 

!
Objection: They are ancient 
documents and not reliable. 
We don’t have the original. 
!
!
Response:  
Let’s think about how other 
ancient documents are judged 
– for example, Plato’s 
Republic



 
It is written so long ago -- was it changed over time? 

Experts decide this question by 
!
1.Time Gap 
!

2.Number of Copies 
!

3.The Agreement Between 
Copies



 
Ancient Documents: 

Time Gap and # of Copies  
 

Author Written Earliest 
Copy

Span # of Copies

Plato 400 B.C. 900 A.D. 1300 years 7

Tacitus 100 A.D. 1100 A.D. 1000 years 20

Aristotle 384-322 
B.C.

1100 A.D. 1400 years 49

Homer 
(Iliad)

900 B.C. 400 B.C. 500 years 643

Thucydides 460-400 
B.C.

900 A.D. 1300 years 8

Pliny 61-113 A.D. 850 A.D. 750 years 7

New 
Testament

50-100 A.D.



 
Ancient Documents: 

Time Gap and # of Copies  
 

Author Written Earliest Copy Span # of Copies

Plato 400 B.C. 900 A.D. 1200 years 7

Tacitus 100 A.D. 1100 A.D. 1000 years 20

Aristotle 384-322 B.C. 1100 A.D. 1400 years 49

Homer (Iliad) 900 B.C. 400 B.C. 500 years 643

Thucydides 460-400 B.C. 900 A.D. 1300 years 8

Pliny 61-113 A.D. 850 A.D. 750 years 7

New 
Testament

50-100 A.D. c. 117 fragments 
c. 200 (books) 
c. 250 (most of NT) 
c. 325 (complete 
NT)

50 years 
100 years 
150 years 
225 years

5,686 Greek 
24,000 
including 
Latin and 
other



1. The New Testament is Reliable because of 
the  

Number of  Manuscripts

!
• The New Testament is 

the most frequently 
copied and widely 
circulated ancient 
document. 
!
• The shortest time gap 

between original writing 
and our current copies.



 
2. The NT is Reliable because of the Preservation of Manuscripts  

!
• When we compare the copies, 

how much are we not sure of?  
How much disagrees? 
!
• Iliad has a 5% textual 

corruption  
!
• NT has a .5% textual 

corruption. 
• That’s right -- POINT 5%.  
• Meaning 99.5% pure



 
3. The NT is  Reliable because of the Eyewitnesses   

How is history proven? Eyewitnesses 
!
A. The documents say they are 
written by eyewitness. 
!
!
Luke 1:1-4 – Many have undertake to draw up 
an account of the things that have been 
fulfilled among us, just as they were handed 
down to us by those who from the first were 
eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3 With 
this in mind, since I myself have carefully 
investigated everything from the beginning, I 
too decided to write an orderly account for 
you, most excellent Theophilus,  so that you 
may know the certainty of the things you 
have been taught.



 
3a. The NT Says it was Written by Eyewitnesses  

John 19:35 – The man who saw it 
has given testimony and his 
testimony is true.   
!
2 Peter 1:16 
16 We did not follow cleverly 
invented stories when we told 
you about the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we 
were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty.



 
3b. The NT Reads Like it was Written by Eyewitnesses   

It reads  like it.   
!
For example Mark 15:21 
21 A certain man from Cyrene, 

 Simon, the father of Alexander and 
Rufus, was passing by on his way in from 
the country, and they forced him to carry 
the cross. ct. Romans 16:13 
!
But can eyewitnesses be trusted? 
!
b. They included the embarrassing parts:  
–Peter include his own betrayal  
–the disciples include their own “denseness”



 
4. The NT is Reliable because of the External Evidence  

!
• Archaeology Supports 
!
• Example - Pilate



 
4. Reliable because of the External Evidence   

!
• Geography Supports 
!
• Culture Supports



 
4.D. Outside Evidence for Early Writing of NT 

!
Clement (c. AD 95) cites: Matthew, Mark, Luke, Romans, 
1 Corinthians, Ephesians, 1 Timothy, Titus, Hebrews, 
James, 1 Peter. 
!
Ignatius (c. AD 107) cites: Mathew, Mark, Luke, John, 
Acts, Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, 
Philippians, Colossians, 1 Thessalonians, 1 & 2 Timonthy, 
Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1 & 3 
John, Revelation. 
!
Other Church Fathers quote extensively:



 
More Evidence for Early Writing 

!
The Book of Acts makes no mention of  
the destruction of the Temple (AD 70) or  
the death of Paul (AD 65), James (AD 62) or  
the fire of Rome and persecution of Christians (AD 64) 
implying it was written before those things happened. 
!
AND Acts refers to Luke’s former book.  
Therefore, Luke was written before. 
!
!



 
The Gospels are reliable history! 

The Gospels are reliable history because 
of the: 
!
1. Number of manuscripts. 

!
2. Purity of the manuscripts. 

!
3. Eyewitnesses. 

!
4. External agreement. 



www.tonguetied.org

Conclusion

!
!
To be skeptical … of the New Testament books is to 

allow all of antiquity to slip into obscurity, for no 
documents of the ancient period are as well 
attested biographically as the New Testament  

!
– John Warwick Montgomery, History and Christianity
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Are the biographies of Jesus 
reliable history? 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Question for the Heart

Now that we have seen that the Gospels are 
reliable history……  
!
We must think about this… 
!

“All who are on the side of truth listen to me,” 
said Jesus.  

!
Are we willing to read these historical accounts 

of Jesus to seek to know more about him? 
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Can I trust  

the historical biographies of Jesus  
[the four Gospels]?  

 
Questions
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Who is Jesus of Nazareth? Is he God?  
 
 
 



!
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that 
the Son of Man is?” 
!
And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say 
Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  
!
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  
!



 
Who do you say I am?  

!
At this gathering [Council of Niceau 
in 324 AD] many aspects of 
Christianity were debated and voted 
upon ― the date of Easter, the role of 
the bishops, the administration of 
sacraments, and, of course, the 
divinity of Jesus...  
until that moment in history, Jesus 
was viewed by His followers as a 
mortal prophet... a great and 
powerful man, but a man 
nonetheless. A mortal.”  
!
― Dan Brown, The Da Vinci Code



 
Who do you say I am?  

!
Christopher Hitchens wrote about Jesus: 
!
Absent a direct line to the Almighty and a 
conviction that the last days are upon us, 
how is it “moral” to teach people to 
abandon their families, give up on thrift 
and husbandry and take to the stony roads? 
!
How is it moral to claim a monopoly on 
access to heaven, or to threaten waverers 
with everlasting fire, let alone to condemn 
fig trees and persuade devils to infest the 
bodies of pigs? 
!
Such a person if not divine would be a 
sorcerer and a fanatic.



Who is Jesus of Nazareth?

We have seen that we can trust the 
gospels as good history. 

!
Now the crucial question:  
!

Who is Jesus of Nazareth? 
!

Is he a good man and teacher? 
Is he a deceitful (a liar)? 

Is he crazy (lunatic)? 
Is he God (Lord)?



Is Jesus God?  -  
Four Pieces of Evidence

1. Jesus referred to himself as God. 
  
2. Jesus proved his deity with his 

actions.   
!
3. Jesus fulfilled ancient 

prophecies. 
!
4. Jesus convinced hard-headed, 

monotheistic Jews he was God.



• He claimed to be God. 
!

• The Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not 
only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he 
was even calling God his own Father, making 
himself equal with God. (John 5:17-18)  

!
• “I and the Father are one."   Again the Jews 

picked up stones to stone him,  but Jesus 
said to them, "I have shown you many great 
miracles from the Father. For which of these 
do you stone me?"   "We are not stoning you 
for any of these," replied the Jews, "but for 
blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim 
to be God." (John 10:30-33)

1. Jesus referred to himself as God.



• "You are not yet fifty years old," the 
Jews said to him, "and you have seen 
Abraham!"  "I tell you the truth," Jesus 
answered, "before Abraham was born, 
I am!"  At this, they picked up stones 
to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, 
slipping away from the temple 
grounds. (John 8:57-59) 

1. Jesus referred to himself as God.  
(continued)



!
!
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  
!
Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.”  
!
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, 
but my Father who is in heaven. 



– To know him was to know God. (John 8:19, 14:7) 
!

– To see him was to see God. (John 12:45, 14:9) 
!

– To believe in him was to believe in God. (John 12:44, 14:1) 
!

– To receive him was to receive God. (Mark 9:37) 
!

– To hate him was to hate God. (John 15:32) 
!

– To honor him was to honor God. (John 15:23)

1. Jesus referred to himself as God.  
(continued)



His actions are consistent with being 
God. 
!

1. His moral character backs up his 
claims. His followers spoke of his 
sinlessness. 

!
2. His teaching backs up his claims.

2. Jesus proved his deity with his 
actions.



 3. His power over natural forces 
prove his claims. 
– Stilled a raging storm, 

multiplied bread.  
!

4. His power over sickness and death 
back up his claims. In fact, he said, 
believe on the signs themselves. 

!
5. He resurrection from the dead 

supports his claims.

2. Jesus proved his deity with his actions.  
(continued)



 24So the Jews gathered around him and said to 
him, "How long will you keep us in suspense? 
If you are the Christ, tell us plainly." 25Jesus 
answered them, "I told you, and you do not 
believe. The works that I do in my Father’s 
name bear witness about me,  John 10:24-25 

!
 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and 

the Father is in me? The words that I say to 
you I do not speak on my own authority, but 
the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me, or else believe on 
account of the works themselves. John 
14:10-11 

!
Where are the miracles of 

Buddha? Mohammed? None!

What is the purpose of the miracles?



• Place of his Birth– Bethlehem 
– "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though 

you are small among the clans of Judah,  
out of you will come for me  one who 
will be ruler over Israel, whose origins 
are from of old, from ancient 
times.” (Micah 5:2, written 700 B.C.) 
!

• Manner of his Birth 
– Therefore the Lord himself will give you 

a sign: The virgin will be with child and 
will give birth to a son, and will call him 
Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14-15, written 700 
B.C.) 

3. Jesus fulfilled ancient prophecies.



• Lineage at Birth 
– Abraham – Genesis 12:1-3, 22:18 
– Isaac – Genesis 21:21 
– Jacob – Numbers 24:7 
– Judah – Genesis 49:10 
– Jesse – Isaiah 11:1 
– David –  
– Jeremiah 33:17 about 550 B.C. “For this is what the Lord 

says: ‘David will never fail to have a man to sit on the throne 
of the house of Israel.” 

– Ezekiel 37:24  “My servant David will be king over them, and 
they will all have one shepherd.” 

3. Jesus fulfilled ancient prophecies. 
(continued)



• The disciples were raised on 
the teachings of monotheism. 
!

• Thomas said to him, "My Lord 
and my God!" (John 20:28) 
!

• John wrote, “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word 
was with God and the Word 
was God.” (John 1:1-2) 

4. Jesus convinced his good friends, 
monotheistic Jews, that he was God.



Is Jesus God?  - Four Pieces of 
Evidence

1. Jesus referred to himself as God. 
  
2. Jesus proved his deity with his 

actions.   
!
3. Jesus fulfilled ancient 

prophecies. 
!
4. Jesus convinced hard-headed, 

monotheistic Jews he was God.



• Was he a good man and a good moral teacher? 
– He claimed to be God, therefore he cannot be 

a good man and good teacher.  
!

• Perhaps he was lying.  
– Then he cannot be a great moral teacher.  
– But his life was the complete opposite of a 

pathological liar.  
!

• Perhaps he was a lunatic.  
– Jesus’ life shows no evidence of 

imbalance. 
– In fact, just the opposite. 

Who is Jesus?



The oldest surviving sermon of the Christian church after the New Testament opened with 
the words:  

“Brethren, we ought so to think of Jesus Christ as of God, as the judge of 
living and dead. And we ought not to belittle our salvation; for when we 
belittle him, we expect also to receive little.” 

!
The oldest surviving account of the death of a Christian martyr contained the declaration:  

“It will be impossible for us to forsake Christ . . . or to worship any other. For 
him, being the Son of God, we adore, but the martyrs . . . we cherish.” 

!
The oldest surviving pagan report about the church described Christians as gathering 
before sunrise and  

“singing a hymn to Christ as to [a] god.” 
!
The oldest surviving liturgical prayer of the church was a prayer addressed to Christ:  

“Our Lord, come!” 
!
—Jaroslav Pelikan, The Christian Tradition: A History of the Development of Doctrine, Vol. 1:

Early Testimony



Is Jesus God?

1. Jesus referred to himself as God. 
  
2. Jesus proved his deity with his 

actions.   
!
3. Jesus fulfilled ancient 

prophecies. 
!
4. Jesus convinced hard-headed, 

monotheistic Jews he was God.



I am trying here to prevent anyone from saying 
the really foolish thing that people often say 
about him: “I am ready to accept Jesus as a great 
moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be 
God. This is the one thing we must not say…. 
!
Either this man was, and is, the Son of God; or 
else a madman or something worse. You can shut 
him up for a fool. You can spit at him and kill  him 
as a demon; or you can fall at his feet and call him 
Lord.  
!
But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense 
about his being a great human teacher. He has not 
left that open to us. He did not intend to.

C. S. Lewis



!
!
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  
!
Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.”  
!
Question for the Heart - Who do you say that Jesus of 
Nazareth is? 
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Did Jesus really rise from the 

dead?



Easter is the celebration of 
the resurrection of Jesus 
from the dead. 
!
But did he really come back 
from the dead?  
!
How do we know?



• The resurrection… 
– is the most sensational event in 

history. 
!

– proves there truly is life after 
death. 
!

– Jesus is who he said he was.  
!

– proves that God exists and that 
he cares for us.  
!

– gives us conclusive answers to 
the most profound questions of 
our existence.

 
If Jesus DID rise from the dead, then…  



“If the thing happened,  
it was the central event in 
the history of the earth.”  
!
C.S. Lewis 
•  

 
If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, then…  



• “If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless 
and so is your faith.” (1 Corinthians 15:14) 
!

• “If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all 
people most to be pitied.” (1 Corinthians 15:19) 
!

• With these few words Paul rested his whole rational 
case on the bodily resurrection. Either Jesus did rise or 
he did not. 

 
If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, then…  



“If Jesus rose from the dead, then 
you have to accept all that he said; if 
he didn't rise from the dead, then 
why worry about any of what he said?  
!
The issue on which everything hangs 
is not whether or not you like his 
teaching but whether or not he rose 
from the dead.”  
--Tim Keller 
•  

 
If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, then…  



Tacitus - "Christus [Christ], from whom the name 
had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during 
the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our 
procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most 
mischievous superstition, thus checked for the 
moment, again broke out not only  in Judea, the 
first source of the evil, but even in Rome… 
!
Josephus - Jesus was a wise man who did 
surprising feats, taught many, won over 
followers from among Jews and Greeks, was 
believed to be the Messiah, was accused by 
the Jewish leaders, was condemned to be 
crucified by Pilate, and was considered to be 
resurrected.” 
 Antiquities of the Jews, Book 18, Chapter 3, Section 3,  Arabic text version

History’s Record



• Jesus was placed in the tomb of 
Joseph of Arimathea by Joseph and 
Nicodemus (two religious leaders). 
!

• Scriptures record that the Romans 
posted guards and sealed the tomb. 
!

• Yet on Sunday,  
– the tomb was empty! 
– Jesus appeared to many disciples 

over 40 days!

Gospel’s Historical Record



!
 Did the disciples steal the body?  
– The disciples were scared.  
– The disciples could not overpower Roman 

guards.  
– 11 of 12 apostles died for their faith. No one dies 

for a lie. 
– They could not have kept the conspiracy secret.

1. Evidence of the Empty Tomb 

How did the tomb become empty?



“I know the resurrection is a fact, and Watergate 
proved it to me. How? Because 12 men testified they 
had seen Jesus raised from the dead, then they 
proclaimed that truth for 40 years, never once 
denying it. Every one was beaten, tortured, stoned 
and put in prison. They would not have endured that 
if it weren't true. Watergate embroiled 12 of the 
most powerful men in the world-and they couldn't 
keep a lie for three weeks. You're telling me 12 
apostles could keep a lie for 40 years? Absolutely 
impossible.”  
― Charles Colson

1. Evidence of the Empty Tomb 

How did the tomb become empty?



!
Did Roman or Jewish authorities steal the body?   
– What is their motive to steal the body?  
– To thwart this teaching, they could just produce 

the body. 

1. Evidence of the Empty Tomb 

How did the tomb become empty?



!
!

Did the women visit the wrong tomb?  
– Not a public cemetery with many graves but a 

private burial spot with few graves.  
– Nicodemus and Joseph knew where the 

body was 
– The Jewish authorities could have produced the 

body. 
!

 

1. Evidence of the Empty Tomb 

How did the tomb become empty?



!
Did Jesus really die? Or did he merely pass out on the 
cross and revive in the tomb? 
– The Swoon Theory is modern invention by those 

not familiar with crucifixion. 
– How could Jesus … 
• escape from 75 pounds of bandage? 
• roll away the stone from inside without guards 

noticing? 
• heal quickly to appear to disciples two days 

later? 

1. Evidence of the Empty Tomb 

How did the tomb become empty?



 
2. Evidence of the Appearances  

How can the appearances be explained?  

• 12 appearances recorded 
– From the Sunday morning, three days after he was crucified to 

40 days later.  
!

– Variety of time, place and people. 
!

– For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that 
he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according 
to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to 
the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five 
hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are 
still living, though some have fallen asleep.  Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he 
appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. (1 Cor 
15:3-8)



How can the appearances be explained? 
(continued)

!
!

Did the witnesses lie?  
– No one dies for a lie.  All but one 

of the apostles died for their faith. 
!

 



How can the appearances be explained? 
(continued)

!
Did the witnesses hallucinate? 

– Hallucinations occur with people 
who have vivid imaginations and 
nervous makeup. 

– Appearances were to all sorts of 
people and to groups of people. 

– Most people who hallucinate want 
to believe.  Disciples were 
persuaded against their will.  



How can the appearances be explained? 
(continued)

!
Even the non-Christian Pinchas 
Lapide rejected the hallucination 
theory. After examining the various 
claims he wrote,  
!
“If the defeated and depressed group 
of disciples overnight could change 
into a victorious movement of faith, 
based only on autosuggestion or self-
deception—without a fundamental 
faith experience—then this would be 
a much greater miracle than the 
resurrection itself.” 
!
Pinchas Lapide, The Resurrection of Jesus: A Jewish Perspective, p.126



 
3.  Evidence of Transformed Lives  

Apostles were transformed 
from defeated to courageous. 
They died for their beliefs.  
!
A new movement was born.  
!
Jewish followers 

started new initiation rites 
started meeting on Sunday.  
 



 
3.  Evidence of Transformed Lives  

“People will die for their religious beliefs 
if they sincerely believe they’re true, 
but people won’t die for their religious 
beliefs if they know that their beliefs are 
false. When Jesus was crucified, his 
followers no longer had confidence that 
Jesus had been sent by God, because 
they believed that anyone crucified was 
accursed by God so they dispersed. The 
Jesus movement was all but stopped in 
it’s tracks. Then, after some time, we 
see the disciples along with many others 
abandoning their occupations, 
regathering, and committing themselves 
to spreading a very specific message- 
that Jesus Christ was the Messiah of God 
who died on a cross, returned to life, and 
was seen alive by them.” – J. P. Moreland



4. Jesus predicted the resurrection as God’s sign.  
 

He answered, "A wicked and 
adulterous generation asks for a 
miraculous sign!  But none will be 
given it except the sign of the prophet 
Jonah.  For as Jonah was three days 
and three nights in the belly of a huge 
fish, so the Son of Man will be three 
days and three nights in the heart of 
the earth. (Matthew 12:39-40) 
!

See also Matt 16:21, 17:9, 20:18-19, 
26:32



1. Evidence of the Empty Tomb 
!
2. Evidence of the 

Appearances 
!
3. Evidence of Transformed 

Lives 
!
4. Jesus’ Predictions  

What Evidence is There for the Resurrection 
of Jesus?



Professor Thomas Arnold, author of 
the famous, History of Rome, and 
appointed to the chair of modern 
history at Oxford, 
!
“I have been used for many years to 
study the histories of other times, and 
to examine and weigh the evidence of 
those who have written about them, 
and I know of no one fact in the 
history of mankind which is proved by 
better and fuller evidence of every 
sort, to the understanding of a fair 
inquirer, than the great sign which God 
hath given us that Christ died and rose 
again from the dead.”



Brooke Foss Westcott, an English 
scholar, said: 
!
“Taking all the evidence 
together, it is not too much to 
say that there is no historic 
incident better or more 
variously supported than the 
resurrection of Christ. Nothing 
but the assumption that it must 
be false could have suggested 
the idea of deficiency in the 
proof of it.”



!
!
The issue on which everything 
hangs is not whether or not you 
like his teaching but whether or 
not he rose from the dead.”  
--Tim Keller 
•  

 
If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, then…  



Buddha has a grave, 
Mohammed has a grave, 
Confucius has a grave. 
!

But Jesus’ grave is empty.  
!
He said the resurrection was 
God’s sign. Will you believe?  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Is Jesus the only way to God?  

 



 The Golden Rule Poster



www.tonguetied.org

Is Jesus the only way to God?

!
Christopher Hitchins 
!
The person who is certain, and who 
claims divine warrant for his 
certainty, belongs now to the 
infancy of our species. 
―God Is Not Great
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Persecution for Not Worshiping Caesar
• Pliny the Younger, in a letter to the Emperor 

Trajan in about  112, says,  
!

• Those who denied that they were or 
had been Christians, when they invoked 
the gods in words dictated by me, 
offered prayer with incense and wine to 
your image, which I had ordered to be 
brought for this purpose together with 
statues of the gods, and moreover 
cursed Christ--none of which those who 
are really Christians, it is said, can be 
forced to do--these I thought should be 
discharged. 



www.tonguetied.org

Persecution for Exclusive Message?

Tacitus about persecution under Nero 
!
Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who 
pleaded guilty; then, upon their information, an 
immense multitude was convicted, not so much 
of the crime of firing the city, as of hatred 
against mankind. Mockery of every sort was 
added to their deaths. Covered with the skins of 
beasts, they were torn by dogs and perished, or 
were nailed to crosses, or were doomed to the 
flames and burnt, to serve as a nightly 
illumination, when daylight had expired. 
!!!!
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Is Jesus the only way to God?

!
Christopher Hitchins 
!
I learned that very often the most 
intolerant and narrow-minded 
people are the ones who 
congratulate themselves on their 
tolerance and open-mindedness. 
!
!
!
!
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Is Jesus the only way to God?

!
It is common to think of all religions 
as teaching the same thing.  
!
Religion is like five blindfolded men 
discovering an elephant. They each 
touch a different part of the 
elephant and conclude that it is a 
snake, tree, rope and wall.  
!
In other words: 
All religions have some piece of 
the truth but no one sees 
everything.



Who is missing from this analogy?



Who is missing from this analogy?

!
The person describing the 
story says he can see the 
blind men and the elephant!



!
What did Jesus have to say? 

!
!
!



What did Jesus have to say? #1

!
!
!

John 14:6  Jesus answered, “I 
am  the way and the truth 

and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through 
me.”



What did Jesus have to say? #2

!
!
!

John 8:24 “I told you that you 
would die in your sins; if you 
do not believe that I am the 
one I claim to be, you will 
indeed die in your sins.”



What did Jesus have to say? #2

!
!
!

John 8:24 “I told you that you 
would die in your sins; if you 
do not believe that I am the 
one I claim to be, you will 
indeed die in your sins.”



What did Jesus have to say? #3

!
!
!

John 5:24 “I tell you the 
truth, whoever hears my 
words and believes him who 
sent me has eternal life and 
will not be condemned; he 
has crossed over from death 
to life.”



What did Jesus have to say? #4

“Enter through the narrow 
gate.  
!
For wide is the gate and 
broad is the road that 
leads to destruction, and 
many enter through it.  
!
But small is the gate and 
narrow the road that leads 
to life, and only a few find 
it.” Matthew 7:13-14 



What did early leaders say? #5

!
!
!

Peter - “Salvation is found in no 
one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to 
men by which we must be 
saved.” (Acts 4:12)



Fundamentally, our Lord's message was Himself.  
He did not come merely to preach a Gospel; He himself 

is that Gospel.  
He did not come merely to give bread; He said, "I am 

the bread."  
He did not come merely to shed light; He said, "I am the 

light."  
He did not come merely to show the door; He said, "I 

am the door."  
He did not come merely to name a shepherd; He said, "I 

am the shepherd."  
He did not come merely to point the way; He said, "I am 

the way, the truth, and the life." --J. Sidlow Baxter



Either Jesus is right or he is wrong.

Jesus claimed to be God. 
Jesus claimed his death 
would make atonement for 
sin. He claimed that unless 
you took hold of that death, 
you would perish in hell. 
!
Is he right or wrong?



Either Jesus is right or he is wrong.

!
He proved his teaching was 

true by  
!

his miracles and  
rising from the dead!



“If Jesus rose from the dead, then 
you have to accept all that he said; 
if he didn't rise from the dead, 
then why worry about any of what 
he said?  
  
--Tim Keller 
•  

 
If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, then…  



Examining some objections.

• All religions are the same.  All 
religions lead to God.  
!

• There is no absolute truth. It 
doesn’t matter what you 
believe as long as you are 
sincere.



1. Are All Religions the Same?

What would you say?



Really?

1.View of God - Trinity, Holy, 
Loving, Personal 

2. View of Man - Image bearer 
but sinner under God’s 
judgement. 

3. Jesus - God-man who came 
and suffered death in the 
place of sinners; risen now! 

4.Bible - God’s authoritative 
writing that includes fulfilled 
prophesy. 

5.Salvation - not by man’s works 
but by faith in Christ’s work. 
Grace alone, by faith alone.



1. Are All Religions the Same?

“All religions are not the same. All 
religions do not point to God. All 
religions do not say that all religions 
are the same. At the heart of every 
religion is an uncompromising 
commitment to a particular way of 
defining who God is or is not and 
accordingly, of defining life's 
purpose.”  
!
― Ravi Zacharias, Jesus Among Other 
Gods: The Absolute Claims of the 
Christian Message



2. “There is no absolute truth.”

• What would you say?



2. “There is no absolute truth.”

• What would you say? 
!

• “There is no absolute truth.” 
!

• Are you sure? Are you 
absolutely sure? 

• “Yes.” 
• So there is one absolute! 
• Only one? Are you sure? 
!

• All of us live by absolutes.



3. “It doesn’t matter what you believe 
as long as you are sincere.”

• What would you say? 



3. “It doesn’t matter what you believe 
as long as you are sincere.”

• What would you say? 
!

• How do you know this is 
true. 
!

• Jesus said this is NOT true. 
Do you know better than 
him?



Truth Statements Excludes:

“Truth by definition 
excludes.”  
!
― Ravi Zacharias, Jesus 
Among Other Gods: The 
Absolute Claims of the 
Christian Message



“Shouldn’t I check out all the religions 
before I commit?”



“Shouldn’t I check out all the religions 
before I commit?”

• Start with the ones where 
the founder rose from the 
dead. 
!
• Whose life fulfilled 

predictive Scripture over 
700 years old. 
!
• That narrows it down 

to…..ONE! – Jesus!



“If Jesus rose from the dead, then 
you have to accept all that he said; if 
he didn't rise from the dead, then 
why worry about any of what he said?  
!
The issue on which everything hangs 
is not whether or not you like his 
teaching but whether or not he rose 
from the dead.”  
--Tim Keller 
•  

 
If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, then…  



If there is another way to God then…..

!
Jesus died for no reason!



The Message of Christianity 

Not the Golden 
Rule!

But the substitutionary death of 
the God-man because we have not 
kept the Golden Rule
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Have you ever fully committed your life to Jesus Christ?  

 



• Faith is not mere mental assent. 
!

• True living faith is shown by our 
actions. 
!

• Blondin owed his celebrity and 
fortune to his idea of crossing the 
gorge below Niagara Falls on a 
tightrope, 1100 feet long, 160 feet 
above the water.  

• This he accomplished, first on June 
30, 1859, a number of times, 
always with different theatric 
variations: blindfold, in a sack, 
trundling a wheelbarrow, on stilts, 
carrying a man (his manager, Harry 
Colcord) on his back. 



• Knowledge – Blondin is a 
acrobat. 
!

• Belief – I believe Blondin 
can take people across. 
!

• Trust – I will get on his 
back.



• Saving Faith is 
!

• Knowledge – Jesus has died 
on the cross and risen 
again to save me. 
!

• Belief – I believe Jesus can 
save me.  
!

• Trust – I will repent of my 
sins and trust him today to 
save me.

Gospel  



www.chapbettis.com   www.theapollosproject.com



www.chapbettis.com   www.theapollosproject.com

Is Jesus the only way to God?  



www.chapbettis.com   www.theapollosproject.com

Is Jesus the only way to God?  



www.chapbettis.com   www.theapollosproject.com

 
Does Jesus have an answer for why 

there is evil and suffering in the world? 



A Seven-Year-Old Questions Suffering

• Susan Jacoby in the New York 
Times, January 6, 2013 
!

• Now when students ask how I came to 
believe what I believe, I tell them that 
I trace my atheism to my first 
encounter, at age 7, with the scourge 
of polio. In 1952, a 9-year-old friend 
was stricken by the disease and 
clinging to life in an iron lung. After 
visiting him in the hospital, I asked my 
mother, “Why would God do that to a 
little boy?” She sighed in a way that 
telegraphed her lack of conviction and 
said: “I don’t know. The priest would 
say God must have his reasons, but I 
don’t know what they could be.”



Why is there so much suffering in the world? How 
can a good God allow his creatures to suffer?

We live in a world haunted by natural suffering. 
• Tsunami, Hurricanes, Tornado, Cancer 
!

• Every minute there are twenty-five people who 
die because they do not have clean water to 
drink. 
!

• Every hour 700 people die of malaria.  
!

• An  earthquake in the Himalayas killed 50,000 
people and left 3 million without shelter in the 
face of oncoming winter on September 19, 2011.  
!

• A tsunami killed 250,000 people on Dec 25, 2004.



We live in a world haunted by suffering 
because of the choices others make. 

!
• Almost 3000 people died on 9/11/2001 
!

• Millions have died under Communism 
!

• Hitler killed six million Jews in World War II 
!

• Recently, shootings in Connecticut and Navy 
Yard.



Suffering is a common  objection to God’s 
existence. 

• Philosopher David Hume wrote,  
!

• “Is God willing to prevent evil, 
but not able? Then God is 
impotent.” 
!

• “Is God able, but not willing? 
Then God is malevolent.” 
!

• “Is God both able and willing? 
Whence, then is evil?”



Restated Another Way

!
If God is all powerful he could wipe out evil and 

suffering. 
!

If God is all loving, he could stop evil and 
suffering. 
!

Since God has not stopped evil and suffering 
then  
!

• He either is not all powerful,  
• He is not all good or  
• He does not exist.



7 Things We Misunderstand About Suffering

!
!

What do other 
worldviews say?



1. We misunderstand that suffering is a 
“problem” for any worldview.

!
The inadequate answer of atheism. 

– Life is about the survival of the 
fittest. 
!

– Powerful always dominate the 
weak. 
!

– The powerful are evolving 
upwards. 
!

– Suffering has no purpose.



Where do you say suffering came from?  
!
•  The inadequate answer of Eastern religions. 
– Suffering is only illusory  

Or  

– Suffering is from Karma - your bad 
current deeds or bad past deeds.

1. We misunderstand that suffering is a 
“problem” for any worldview.



2. We misunderstand the gravity of Adam’s sin.

• Adam and Eve were given a 
perfect world to rule. 
!

• The King and Queen  
committed cosmic treason  in 
the realm delegated to them 
by God and allowed sin into 
the world. 
!

• Evil is in the world because of 
the gravity of Adam’s sin. 
!

• Sin is cosmic rebellion.



3. We misunderstand the evil within the hearts 
of men and women.

!
• Evil is in the world because of the 

evil in the human heart. 
!

• There are two things that human 
beings cannot gaze at directly 
without going mad - the glory of 
God and darkness of human evil. 
Os Guinness 
!

• The real problem is in the hearts 
and minds of men. It is not a 
problem of physics but of ethics. It 
is easier to denature plutonium 
than to denature the evil spirit of 
man. —Albert Einstein



4.We misunderstand God’s purposes.

Evil is in the world will show forth 
God’s wisdom. 
!
“God has thought fit to allow evil to 
exist in order that he may have a 
platform for showing his mercy, 
grace, and compassion…Without the 
Fall we should have known nothing 
of the Cross and the Gospel.”  
JC Ryle quoted in Easton’s 1897 Bible Dictionary



5. We misunderstand that asking about 
suffering is actually an argument for God.

!
• Evil actually proves God exists. 
!
• My argument against God was 

that the universe seemed cruel 
and unjust. But where had I got 
this idea of “just” and 
“unjust” from…C.S. Lewis



6. We misunderstand the cross.

• The cross shows that 
God has entered into our 
suffering. 
!

• Though we may not 
know all the answers, 
we know what it is not – 
It is not that God does 
not care. 
!

• “Surely he [the Messiah] 
has borne our griefs and 
carried our sorrows.”  

Isaiah 53:4



7. We misunderstand the heart of Jesus.

“Jesus, the one you love is sick.” 

!

!

#169



7. We misunderstand the heart of Jesus.

“Jesus, the one you love is sick.” 

!

Jesus waited two more days. 

!

#170



7. We misunderstand the heart of Jesus.

“Jesus, the one you love is sick.” 

!

Jesus waited two more days. 

!

Jesus wept. 

!

#171



7. We misunderstand the heart of Jesus.

Jesus waited two more days. 

!

Jesus wept. 

!

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and 
the life. Do you believe this? 

!

#172



7. We misunderstand the heart of Jesus.

Jesus wept. 

!

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and 
the life. Do you believe this? 

!

Jesus said, “Lazarus, come forth.” 

!

#173



QUESTION 
Which is it? 
!
Willing but not able?  
!
Able but not willing? 



QUESTION 
Neither.  

– God has a higher 
mysterious purpose. 
!

– He has entered into our 
suffering through the 
cross. 
!

– He weeps with us and 
promises victory. 
!

– He promises one day to 
defeat death and wipe 
away every tear.
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Can Jesus explain why there are good 

non-Christians and hypocritical 
“Christians?”





Who is mankind? – Made in God’s image.

The Bible says that man 
is made in God’s image. 
We are a “picture” of 
God. 
!
That image has been 
broken, distorted, but 
not destroyed.



How does Jesus see us? 

!
“You, being evil, 
know how to give 
good gifts to your 
children.”  

–Jesus 
Matthew 7:11



How does Jesus see us? 

The Bible says our evil is 
restrained by: 

!
1. Our conscience. 
Romans 2:14-15 

!
2. Our government. 

Romans 13:1 

!
3. The influence of the 
church. Matthew 5.



Who is mankind? – Made in God’s image.

!
“It is not the healthy 
who need a doctor, 
but the sick. I have 
not come to call the 
righteous but sinners 
to repentance.” –
Jesus  

Luke 5:31-32



Who is mankind? – Made in God’s image.

So Jesus sees us as in need of 
a spiritual doctor.  
!
But we pretend that we don't 
need a doctor. 
!
Isn’t that the definition of 
hypocrisy? 



What then is hypocrisy? 

Playacting 
!
Thinking we are good when in 

fact Jesus says we are  
!
• “sick”  
• “in need of a doctor.”



What then is hypocrisy? 

By that definition all of us are 
hypocrites.



What then is hypocrisy? 

The American Heritage Dictionary: 
!
[Hypocrisy is] the practice of 

professing beliefs, feelings, or 
virtues that one does not hold 
or possess; falseness. 

!
Inigo Montoya: 
!
You keep using that word. I do not 

think it means what you think 
it means.



How do you declare yourself a Christian?

Other religions you must work! 
!
With Jesus, you say you repent 

and believe. Available for all. 
!
So it easy for someone to declare 

themselves a Christian.



Three types of Christians some love to hate

Pretenders. 
!
Lukewarm followers. 
!
Average followers who make 

bad art. 



What did Jesus say?

Predicted pretenders. 
!
“Not everyone who says “Lord, 

Lord” will enter the kingdom 
but the one who does the 
will of my Father.” – Jesus



What did Jesus say?

Jesus predicted hypocrisy. 
!
The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a man who sowed 
seed in his field, but while men 
were sleeping, his enemy came 
and sowed weeds among the 
wheat and went away. So when 
the plants came up and bore 
grain, then the weeds also 
appeared.  

  
Matthew 13:24-26



Charles Spurgeon:

!
Beloved, the true church is now in 

the forming, and is therefore not 
visible. There are many 
churches; but as to the one 
church of Christ, we see it 
neither here nor there.  

!
We speak of the visible church; but 

the term is not correct. The 
thing which we see is  a mixture 
of believers and mere 
pretenders to faith. 



Three types of Christians some love to hate

Lukewarm followers. 

!
Jesus hates that and will sort 
out in the in the end. 

!
“So because you are 
lukewarm, and neither hot 
nor cold, I will spit you out of 
my mouth. - Jesus Revelation 3:16 

!



Three types of Christians some love to hate

“Average followers” who 
make bad art. 

!
Jesus must love ordinary 
people - he made so 
many of them. 

!
It is the intellectuals who 
often have a hard time 
coming to Jesus. 



Three types of Christians some love to hate

“You have hidden these 
things from the wise and 
learned and revealed them 
to little children.”  

Jesus Matthew 11:25 

!
“Not many of you were 
wise according to worldly 
standards.” 1 Corinthians 
1:26 

!



What did Jesus say?

“You follow me.” - Jesus



The Witness of the Church

All men will know you are my 
disciples if you love one 
another. John 13:35
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