
Class 6 – The Role of the Church in Change 
 
Question – What do people not understand. If they truly understood the role of 
community in change, what would they do. 
 
Good morning. Today we are going to continue with our discussion of sanctification.  
Sanctification is the process of changing to be more Christlike. It is very important that 
you understand this word. 
If you are a Christian, you are a saint. But you are also being sanctified. 
14 For by one offering he has perfected forever those who are sanctified. Hebrews 10:14 
 
That one sacrifice is applied to us when we repent of our sins and believe on Christ alone. 
This is justification is when we are accepted, made a saint by the work of Christ alone. 
Reformation – Christ alone, by faith alone, through grace alone, to the Glory of God 
alone. 
 
But after we become a Christian, there is effort to fight sin. This is called sanctification. 
We cooperate with the Holy Spirit who helps us become more like Jesus. 
 
We have looked at different aspect of that process.  
I have used a baseball diamond to describe the put off, put in, and put on  process. 
This change process includes all of us because all of us is disordered. Our emotions need 
to be reordered, our minds need to be reordered, our wills. 
That includes thinking about how trauma and trials are temptations to sin or chances to be 
changed for the better.  
There are other truths to help us like walking by the Spirit, dwelling in the word, living 
the resurrection life, and the promises of God. 
In addition, we want to be aware that we face demonic forces that oppose us. 
Today we are going to talk about the role of community in real change. 
 
We have been focusing on ourselves individually without any reference to the local 
church. But God uses the local church to mold and shape us. In fact, Western 
individualism would say its all about me. But other parts of the world would emphasize 
the community.  
 
I am convinced that most Christians do not see the role of the local church in their growth 
and change. I believe sometimes the local AA meeting can be more biblical than some 
churches.  
 
How. The men and women are there to keep on changing. They take a fearless moral 
inventory and they come to the group to change. I think that sometimes we come to the 
group to impress each other with how impressive we are.  
 
Christians forget how to repent. Martin Luther – When Jesus said repent, he intended the 
whole Christian life to be one of repentance. 



 
 
D Bonhoeffer Sin demands to have a man by himself. It withdraws him 
from the community. The more isolated a person is, the more 
destructive will be the power of sin over him, and the more deeply he 
becomes involved in it, the more disastrous is his isolation. Sins wants 
to remain unknown. It shuns the light. In the darkness of the 
unexpressed it poisons the whole being of a person. This can happen 
even in the midst of a pious community. 
 
How does the church change us? 
The people of God reveal my need to change and my blind spots.  
Sin has a deceitful effect.  
We can be deceived about ourselves. Paul Tripp – My view of myself is about as accurate 
as a fun house mirror. 
We can be deceived about God. Tim Keller’s Stepford Wives God. 
As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another. Proverbs 27:17 
This week urging a man to grow in thanksgiving. At the end, he said before today I 
would have thought of myself as a thankful person. 
 
Out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. Matt 12:34 
Selfishness stay pretty hidden until conflict. In the church, there are a bunch of imperfect 
people that you are called to love. Sin will come out. 
 
The people of God spur us on and provoke us to change.  
24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all 
the more as you see the Day drawing near. Hebrews 10:24-25 
Notice with me the purpose of getting together. To stir one another up.  
 
Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to 
fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called 
“today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. Hebrews 3:12-13 
 
Do we realize and tell each other that the reason we come is to be stirred up, to be 
provoked to change.  
Sin is deceitful. I need you and you need me . 
How would you live differently if you realized you needed your little prod to live the 
Christian life. Hebrews 3:13 says daily. 
 
The people of God should inspire us to change and model how to change.  
The way we learn is by models and examples. 
For Paul see Philippians 3:17, 4:9; Join together in following my example 
4:9 Whatever you learned, heard, received from me put it into practice. 
1 Corinthians 11:1; Follow me as I follow Christ 
1 Thessalonians 1:5-6. 
For Timothy  



1 Timothy 4:12, Don’t let anyone look down upon you but set an example. 
15, 16; Titus 2:7. Peter exhorts elders in 1 Peter 5:3. Hebrews 13:7 includes the 
exhortation to imitate the faith of your leaders. In fact, the title “elder” means older and 
implies the duty of being an example, an “older brother” to the flock. 
The idea of elder is an example. Older mothers to imitate. Follow me as I follow Christ. 
Follow the pattern I gave you. 
This principle is repeated throughout the Bible. A leader’s example is the first and 
greatest teacher. When Jesus called his disciples, he called them first to spend time with 
him (Mark 3:14). During this time, they would be observing his life. Later, he would send 
them out to imitate his ministry.  
Remember your leaders, imitate their faith. Hebrews 13:7 
Who are you consciously imitating?  
You will not change as much as the Lord wants you without consciously modeling and 
imitating people.  
Ask – “How did you fight lust.” Ask specific questions of the people here. 
Be intentionally teachable. 
 
The people of God instruct us how to change. 
Ephesians 4:12 to prepare God’s peoples for works of service. Prepare = to mend a net, 
set a broken bone.  
An elder must be able to teach. Why? No because change starts with the mind. 
All Scripture is God breathed and useful for teaching rebuking correcting and training in 
righteousness. 
My people perish from lack of knowledge. Hosea 4:6 
Sin happens because we are believing lies. If you abide in my word then you are truly 
disciples of mine and you will know the truth and the truth will set you free. John 8:31-34 
 
The people of God counsel us in how to change. 
Counsel is different than teaching. I am up here teaching to all. But counsel is taking 
these truths and applying it to your unique situation to help those of you caught in a sin. 
Brothers,[a] if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore 
him in a spirit of gentleness. Galatians 6:1 
14 I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers,[a] that you yourselves are full of 
goodness, filled with all knowledge and able to instruct/counsel one another. Romans 
15:14 
Larry Crabb in essence said 90% of what I do happens in a good small group. 
Have you ever thought of the church has the best place to get “counseling.” Certainly 
there may be help from others who are paid. But in the church community, people are 
seeing you. They are observing patterns in how you react and treat others. Or the same 
excuses you give time after time.  
When a person goes to see a counselor, the counselor only has the info that the couselee 
gives him. That’s absurd. To observe us in community is very helpful. 
When is the last time you asked counsel of someone? 
 
The people of God help us change by being a safe place to Confess our sin and pray 
for one another.  
James 5 Confess your sins and pray for one another. 



Confession helps us change. Confession indicates we want to walk in the light more than 
we want respect. 
Sometimes the first step to changing is to humble ourself and confess. 
When is the last time you confessed sin, secret sin to someone? 
 
The people of God give us accountability to change. 
In Matt 18, there is a call to confront one another at times. 
The word admonish means to warn. 
Sometimes we don’t change until we have been warned. 
There is the accountability of calling us to change. 
 
The people of God help us change by calling us to serve. 
Augustine said that sin causes us to naturally curve in on ourselves.  
Church calls us to love God to serve him. 
Church calls us to love other by serving them.  
Let us do good to everyone starting with the household of faith. 
Judges, they came to know God as they learned war and drove out the enemies. 
 
The people of God help us change by providing offenses that we must forgive. 
This may sound strange.  
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave 
you. Ephesians 4:29 
Jesus placed forgiveness in the Lord’s Prayer as a daily need (Matthew 6:12). Jean 
Vanier’s quote on community applies to our families as well: 
Too many people come into community to find something, to belong to a dynamic group, 
to find a life which approaches the ideal. If we come into community without knowing 
that the reason we come is to discover the mystery of forgiveness, we will soon be 
disappointed.i 
There is no need to forgive unless we are in community. 
Who was the last person you had to forgive. Had you thought about that as helpful for 
your growth as a person. 
•   
 
                                                
i Jean Vanier, Community and Growth (Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1989), 37. 


