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Accept her decision at this point. 

Focus on the God of hope and be full of 
hope and joy. 

Receive this as a chance to learn deeply 
about the unconditional love of the 
Father.

Focus on Your Heart



Receive this is as a chance to love our 
enemies and to overcome evil with God. 

Recognize and repent of your own 
embarrassment/shame. 

Ask godly friends for blindspots in your 
parenting.

Focus on Your Heart



Fast and pray regularly. 

Claim the promise of Matt 28:18-20.

Focus on Your Heart



Pray that the Spirit might open doors for 
good conversations. 

Make a commitment to connect with their 
heart as much as they will let you. 

Ask questions to understand their 
thinking.

Focus on Your Relationship



Confess as much sin as you can. 

Ask, “How do you think I have sinned 
against you?” 

Encourage them to talk with others you 
suggest.

Focus on Your Relationship



Drop in Scripture naturally. 

Overcome evil with good.

Focus on Your Relationship



Focus on Jesus, not Christianity. 

Focus on the fact that Jesus gives 
abundant life. 

Educate yourself about any questions they 
are having. 

Don’t be afraid to gently point out pride 
and sin in their heart.

Dealing with Their View of Jesus



Parent with affection and authority. 

Close the funnel.

Dealing with Their 
Behavior
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The Commendation of Past Generations 



Some Guiding Principles 



3. Expect failure and the need to start again. 

4. The key is the father opening the Word. 

5. There is something supernatural about 

the oral reading of the Word of God. 

Guiding Principles



6. Family devotions should be tied to a 

prompt. 

7. Variety is the spice of life.

Guiding Principles



Ten Suggestions on What To Do 



1. Read a book of the Bible. 

2. Memorize a verse or passage. 

3. Discuss personal devotions.

What To Do



4. Read the Proverbs chapter of the day. 

5. Read a book together. 

6. Discuss the issue of the day.

What To Do



7. Listen to a Christian testimony. 

8. Conduct a sword drill. 

9. Discuss family Sunday School. 

10. Apply the message together.

What To Do



A Few Practical Tips 



1. Decide where you will have devotions. 

2. Start while the family is eating. 

3. Give little hands something to do.

A Few Tips



4. Solve the Bible dilemma. 

5. Reward little bodies for sitting still.

A Few Tips
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Apologia means defense, answer. 
Apologetics is reasons the Christian faith is rational.  

1 Peter 3:15 - Peter said to the early Christians,  
“Always be prepared to give a defense [an apologia] to everyone 
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is within you.”

G



Christianity, if false, is of no importance, and if true, of 
infinite importance. The only thing it cannot be is 

moderately important.  

C.S. Lewis 



“I’m a historian. I am not a believer, but I must confess 
as a historian that this penniless preacher from Nazareth 

is irrevocably the very center of history. Jesus Christ is 
easily the most dominant figure in all of history.”

H.G. Wells
Historian, (Non-Christian)



Christianity, if false, is of no 
importance, and if true, of infinite 
importance. The only thing it cannot 
be is moderately important.  

C.S. Lewis 



Kenneth Scott Latourette

“As the centuries pass, the evidence is accumulating 
that measured by his effect on history Jesus is the 

most influential life ever lived on the planet.”

Historian



Did Jesus really exist? 

Can I trust the Gospels as history? 

Is Jesus really God? 

Did Jesus really rise from the dead? 



Is Jesus the only way to God? 

Why is there evil and suffering 

Why are there good non-Christians and 
hypocritical Christians? 



Did Jesus really exist? 

How do we know?



Homeschooling your children is first and foremost a parenting 
strategy, not an academic strategy. But a good parenting 

strategy includes a good academic strategy. 

Passing the Gospel - 
The Reason We Homeschooled 



50%
of kids who 
grow up in a 
Christian home 
don’t follow the  
Lord as adults.





1. Hypocrisy and hurt by spiritual leaders including parents. 

2. Their faith is not working. 

3. They never personally owned their faith.

Why They Leave

Source: Why Christian Kids Leave the Faith, Tom Bisset, You Lost Me, David Kinnaman



4. Other things become more important. 

5. They are given shallow answers to life’s 
difficult questions.

Why They Leave

Source: Why Christian Kids Leave the Faith, Tom Bisset, You Lost Me, David Kinnaman



Make The Great 
Commission the north 
star of your parenting.



Attach yourself to a 
healthy local church 
with healthy pastors.



How do we pass the Gospel? 



Live out the Gospel at 
home.



Nourish your children in 
the Word.



Give them 
Gospel discipline.



Questions? 



Pray like none of 
this will work.
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